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(54) Image information processor and image information transmitter 



(57) An image information processor has an image 
superimposing and outputting means for printing out a 
superimposed image where a bar code representative 
of a storage location of an electronic document file 
received through a facsimile is superimposed on the 
first page of the electronic document file. When a nec- 
essary electronic document file is read out, the bar code 
is read from the printed output corresponding to the 

FIG.1 



necessary electronic document file being set by the 
user, the storage location of the electronic document file 
is decrypted from the bar code to thereby identify and 
read out the electronic document file. In this case, the 
reading of the bar code is performed only when a per- 
mitted password is inputted by the user. The readout of 
the electronic document file is not performed otherwise. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention s 

The present invention relates to an image informa- 
tion processor such as an electronic filing apparatus 
having a means for storing electronic document data. 

10 

2. Description of the Related Art 

In recent years, an image information processor 
has been developed in which electronic document data 
being transmitted and received are stored as electronic is 
document files in a storage means such as a memory 
and the contents in the memory can be confirmed on a 
display unit. For example, as shown in Japanese Laid- 
open Patent Application No. H4-86064, this type of 
image information processor has a function of storing 20 
received electronic document files in the storage means 
so that the stored files may be printed out by the user's 
operation. Therefore, the electronic document files 
stored in the storage means are first confirmed on the 
display unit for selection and then, the selected file is 25 
printed out through a printer. 

FIG. 10 shows a prior art of the image information 
processor having a storage means. In the image infor- 
mation processor shown in FIG. 10, when connection to 
the line is made by a facsimile communication unit 801 , 30 
the transmission protocol is decided by the transmitting 
side facsimile and a central control unit 804, and a fac- 
simile signal is sent from the transmitting side facsimile. 
The facsimile signal is converted into a binary signal by 
a signal converting unit 802 and after indices such as 35 
the date and the identification (ID) code of the transmit- 
ting side are added, the binary data are stored in a stor- 
age unit 803. The contents in the storage unit 803 
together with the indices are displayed on a display unit 
806 by operating an operation unit 807. Looking at the 40 
display, the user determines whether the received data 
are necessary or not, and prints out only necessary 
documents onto recording paper through a printer unit 
805 by operating the operation unit 7. The unnecessary 
documents are erased from the storage unit 803 without 45 
being printed out. 

Moreover, as shown in Japanese Laid-open Patent 
Application H6-217045, the image information proces- 
sor may be arranged so that the electronic document 
files being stored are displayed on a display terminal to so 
perform a search and the selected electronic document 
file stored in the storage means is transmitted together 
with image information of an attached document being 
read in. FIG. 1 1 shows a prior art of the image informa- 
tion processor having a storage means. In a facsimile 55 
apparatus having a reading means 902 for reading the 
character image of an attached document being set and 
a storage means 909 for storing electronic document 



data, the following means are provided: a detection 
means 901 for detecting the presence/absence of the 
attached document being set on the reading means 
902; and a control means for controlling so that when 
the detection means 901 detects the presence of the 
attached document, the electronic document data read 
by the reading means 902 are also transmitted in trans- 
mitting the electronic document data stored in the stor- 
age means 909. A facsimile cover sheet which is the 
attached document being set on the storage means 902 
and the electronic document data stored in the storage 
means 909 can be transmitted together to another fac- 
simile. 

Moreover, as shown in Japanese Laid-open Patent 
Application No. S62-1 57471, the image information 
processor may have a simple confidential reception 
function which enables communications respecting 
each receiver's privacy so that only the receiver's name 
and the file number are outputted onto the recording 
paper at the time of facsimile reception and only the fac- 
simile-received document of the specified file number is 
outputted in taking out facsimile-received documents. 
FIG. 12 shows a prior art of the image information proc- 
essor having a storage means. In the prior art, when a 
confidential reception mode is set by an operation but- 
ton of an operation display unit 1003, the facsimile per- 
forms a receiving operation in the following manner: 
When a document to be transmitted is set on a transmit- 
ting side facsimile (hereinafter, referred to as transmit- 
ting station) and transmission is started, on the 
receiving side, a network controller 1010 senses a call 
signal and performs switching from the telephone sec- 
tion to the main section of the apparatus. A system con- 
trol unit 1001 causes a file number generating unit 1004 
to generate a file number and stores the file number in 
an image memory 1002 so that facsimile-received doc- 
uments are successively stored in the memory area cor- 
responding to the file number. At a plotter 1008, 
recording paper is outputted having a width D where 
only the receiver's name entered on the transmitting 
side and a file number Fno recorded by the facsimile are 
shown. 

In the image information processor, however, when 
selection is made from among the electronic document 
files being stored, it is necessary to display the elec- 
tronic document files on the display screen and perform 
a search to make a decision. Therefore, as the number 
of stored electronic document files increases, the 
search becomes more complicated and requires are 
time. Additionally, the provision of the display unit such 
as the display screen for displaying the details of the 
images increases the cost. 

Further, when an electronic document file is facsim- 
ile-transmitted together with an attached document, it is 
necessary to follow a complicated procedure such that 
after the electronic document file is searched for and the 
attached document is read in, both are correlated. 

Moreover, in inputting from the keyboard a number 
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oulputted when a received document stored in the stor- 
age means is taken out, there is a risk of input error. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

5 

In view of the above-mentioned problems of the 
prior arts, an object of the present invention is to provide 
an image information processor and an image informa- 
tion communication apparatus where the identification 
of electronic document files stored in the storage means w 
such as a memory is more easily performed. 

In order to achieve the above-mentioned object, the 
present invention of an image information processor 
comprises: storage means for storing a plurality of elec- 
tronic document files; image superimposing and output- is 
ting means for superimposing identification information 
for identifying a predetermined electronic document file 
stored in the storage means on image information of a 
specific page of the predetermined electronic document 
file, and printing out the superimposed image; and rea- 20 
dout means for reading a printed output of the superim- 
posed image, reading the identification information 
included in the superimposed image, and reading a cor- 
responding electronic document file from the storage 
means based on the file identification information, 25 

wherein when an attached document is read in 
together with the printed output of the superimposed 
image, the readout means makes a distinction between 
the printed output of the superimposed image and the 
attached document by use of the identification infbrma- 30 
tion. 

The present invention of an image information proc- 
essor comprises: storage means for storing a plurality of 
electronic document files; image superimposing and 
outputting means for superimposing identification infor- 35 
mation for identifying a predetermined electronic docu- 
ment file stored in the storage means on image 
information of a specific page of the predetermined 
electronic document file, and printing out the superim- 
posed image; readout means for reading a printed out- 40 
put of the superimposed image, reading the 
identification information included in the superimposed 
image, and reading a corresponding electronic docu- 
ment file from the storage means based on the file iden- 
tification information; and facsimile reception means for 45 
receiving data transmitted from a facsimile, 

wherein the plurality of electronic document files 
stored in the storage means include a file received by 
the facsimile reception means. 

The present invention of an image information proc- so 
essor comprises: storage means for storing a plurality of 
electronic document files; image superimposing and 
outputting means for superimposing identification infor- 
mation for identifying a predetermined electronic docu- 
ment file stored in the storage means on image ss 
information of a specific page of the predetermined 
electronic document file, and printing out the superim- 
posed image; and readout means for reading a printed 



output of the superimposed image, reading the identifi- 
cation information included in the superimposed image, 
and reading a corresponding electronic document file 
from the storage means based on the file identification 
information, 

wherein said readout means collates input pass- 
word information being inputted with previously- 
recorded use permission information, and reads out an 
electronic document file being stored only when both of 
the information coincide with each other. 

The present invention of an image information proc- 
essor comprises: storage means for storing a plurality of 
electronic document files; image superimposing and 
outputting means for superimposing identification infor- 
mation for identifying a predetermined electronic docu- 
ment file stored in the storage means on image 
information of a specific page of the predetermined 
electronic document file, and printing out the superim- 
posed image; readout means for reading a printed out- 
put where the superimposed image is shown, reading 
the identification information included in the superim- 
posed image, and reading a corresponding electronic 
document file from the storage means based on the file 
identification information; facsimile communication 
means for transmitting and receiving according to a fac- 
simile format the electronic document file read out by 
the readout means; transmission error message gener- 
ating and outputting means for adding at least receiver 
information for identifying a receiver of an electronic 
document file whose transmission resulted in error and 
identification information for identifying the electronic 
document file to a medium on which a transmission 
error message is shown, said medium being outputted 
when a transmission error occurs during transmission 
according to the facsimile format; and re-transmission 
control means for, when re-transmission according to 
the facsimile format is directed, causing the facsimile 
communication means to re-transmit the electronic doc- 
ument file whose transmission resulted in error by using 
at least the receiver information and the identification 
information added to the medium being outputted. 

The present invention of an image information com- 
munication apparatus comprises: facsimile communica- 
tion means for transmitting and receiving image 
information according to a facsimile format; re-transmis- 
sion information generating means for, when a trans- 
mission error occurs during transmission according to 
the facsimile format, generating, together with a trans- 
mission error message, re-transmission information 
including receiver information for identifying a receiver 
of the facsimile transmission and information for identi- 
fying image information whose transmission resulted in 
error; and re-transmission control means for, when re- 
transmission according to the facsimile format is 
directed, causing the facsimile communication means 
to re-transmit the image information whose transmis- 
sion resulted in error by using the re-transmission infor- 
mation being generated. 
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According to the present invention, in an image 
information processor having storage means for storing 
an electronic document file, for example, file storage 
location information of the electronic document file is 
printed out onto a sheet of paper together with the 
image of the first page, and in identifying the electronic 
document file, the printed sheet is read in and the file 
storage location information is obtained to thereby take 
out a desired electronic document file. 

Moreover, in reading the image of the storage loca- 
tion information of the electronic document file, the doc- 
ument to be transmitted is also read in and facsimile- 
transmitted together with the electronic document file, 
for example, to the same receiver. 

Inputted use permission information is collated with 
previously-recorded use permission information and 
only when both coincide with each other, the facsimile- 
received document, for example, is printed out. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shows the structure of an image information 
processor according to embodiments of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of an embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 3A is a flowchart of an embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 3B is a flowchart of the embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of an embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 5A is a flowchart of an embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 5B is a flowchart of the embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 6 shows an example of a printed output of a 
bar code corresponding to a file according to the 
present invention; 

FIG. 7 shows an example of a printed output of a 
superimposed image according to the present 
invention; 

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of an embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 9 shows a transmission error report sheet 
according to an embodiment of the present inven- 
tion; 

FIG. 10 schematically shows the structure of a con- 
ventional electronic filing apparatus; 
FIG. 11 schematically shows the structure of 
another conventional electronic filing apparatus; 
and 

FIG. 12 schematically shows the structure of 
another conventional electronic filing apparatus. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODI- 
MENTS 

so Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention 
will be described with reference to the drawings. 

Referring to FIG. 1, an image information processor 
according to the embodiments of the present invention 
includes a central processing unit (CPU) 101 which is a 

55 microprocessor serving as a control means, a read only 
memory (ROM) 102 normally storing a program which 
defines operation procedures of the CPU 1 0 1 , a random 
access memory (RAM) 103 for temporarily storing set 
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information which RAM 103 also serves as the work 
area of the CPU 101, an image-only RAM 104 for stor- 
ing images, a system bus 105 for connecting devices, a 
hard disk drive (HDD) 106 for holding electronic docu- 
ment files, a keyboard 108 serving as a user's instruc- 
tion inputting means, an image reader 110 for reading 
images, an image printer 1 12 for printing images, a fac- 
simile receiver 1 14 for performing a facsimile reception 
processing, and a facsimile transmitter 1 16 for perform- 
ing a facsimile transmission processing. The image 
information processor further includes an HDD interface 
(l/F) 107 for connecting the HDD 106 and the system 
bus 105, a keyboard l/F 109 for connecting the key- 
board 108 and the system bus 105, an image reader l/F 
1 1 1 for connecting the image reader 110 and the sys- 
tem bus 1 05, an image printer l/F 1 1 3 for connecting the 
image printer 112 and the system bus 105, a facsimile 
receiver l/F 115 for connecting the facsimile receiver 
1 14 and the system bus 105, and a facsimile transmitter 
l/F 1 17 for connecting the facsimile transmitter 1 16 and 
the system bus 105. FIG. 1 shows the structure of the 
embodiment. 

Subsequently, an operation procedure of a first 
embodiment will be described with reference to the 
structural view of FIG. 1 and the flowchart shown in FIG. 
2. 

The image read by the image reader 110 (201) is 
stored on the HDD 106 as an electronic document file 
by the CPU 101 (202). The CPU 101 reads out the file 
name of the electronic document file as storage location 
information, converts it into a bar code (203) and places 
it on the RAM 103. The bar code may be a character 
string. Then, the CPU 101 takes out the first page of the 
image being read out and places it on the image-only 
RAM 104. Then, the CPU 101 superimposes the bar 
code on the image of the cover page to form a superim- 
posed image and places it on the image-only RAM 104 
(204). Then, the CPU 101 reads out the superimposed 
image from the image-only RAM 104 and prints it out 
through the image printer 112 (205). An example of the 
printed output is shown in FIG. 6. 

In performing facsimile transmission by taking out a 
file on the HDD 106 (206), the user selects the printed 
output of the superimposed image corresponding to the 
file to be transmitted and reads it in with the image 
reader 1 10 (207). The superimposed image being read 
in is placed on the image-only RAM 104 and the CPU 
1 01 cuts out the bar code from the superimposed image 
(208), obtains the file storage location information from 
the bar code (209), takes out a file corresponding to the 
bar code based on the information and places the file on 
the image-only RAM 104 (210). From the keyboard 108, 
the user commands the CPU 101 to perform facsimile 
transmission (211) and the CPU 101 transmits the file 
on the image-only RAM 104 from the facsimile transmit- 
ter 116 (212). 

Subsequently, an operation procedure of a second 
embodiment will be described with reference to the 



structural view of FIG. 1 and the flowcharts of FIGs. 3A 
and 3B. The structure of the image information proces- 
sor of this embodiment will not be described because it 
is basically the same as that of FIG. 1 . 

5 Steps 301 to 305 as shown in Fig. 3A are similar to 
steps 201 to 205 as shown in Fig. 2. 

At step 206 of the operation procedure of the first 
embodiment, in reading in the printed superimposed 
image with the image reader 1 10 to take out a desired 

10 file from the HDD 106 (306). the user reads in a docu- 
ment to be attached with the image reader 110 (307). 
The superimposed image and the attached document 
being read in are placed on the image-only RAM 104 
and transmitted to the CPU 101 every image corre- 

15 sponding to one page. The CPU 101 determines 
whether the image is a superimposed image or an 
attached document based on whether the bar code is 
included or not (308). When the image is not a superim- 
posed image, it is left on the image-only RAM 104 

20 because it is an attached document (313). When the 
image is a superimposed image, the CPU 101 cuts out 
the bar code from the superimposed image (309), 
obtains file storage location information from the bar 
code (310). takes out a desired file from the HDD 106 

25 based on the information and places the file on the 
image-only RAM 104 (312). These operations are fin- 
ished when they have been performed for all the docu- 
ments being read in (314). 

Then, from the keyboard 108, the user commands 

30 the CPU 101 to perform facsimile transmission (315), 
and the CPU 101 transmits through the facsimile trans- 
mitter 1 16 the desired file data on the image-only RAM 
104 together with the attached document data (316). 
This enables the user to facsimile-transmit an electronic 

35 document file together with an attached document to 
the same receiver without any need to search the HDD 
106 for the file. The bar code may he a character string. 

Subsequently, an operation procedure of a third 
embodiment will be described with reference to the 

40 structural view of FIG. 1 and the flowchart of FIG. 4. The 
structure of the image information processor of this 
embodiment will not be described because it is basically 
the same as that of FIG. 1 . 

The document received by the facsimile receiver 

45 114 (401) is stored on the HDD 106 by the CPU 101 
(402). The CPU 101 reads out storage location informa- 
tion of the received document file on the HDD 106, con- 
verts the information into a bar code and places it on the 
RAM 103 (403). The bar code may be a character 

so string. Then, the CPU 101 takes out the image of the 
cover page or the first page of the received document 
file and places it on the image-only RAM 104. The CPU 
101 superimposes the bar code on the RAM 103 on the 
image of the cover page on the image-only RAM 104 

55 (404) and prints it out through the image printer 112 
(405). An example of the printed output is shown in FIG. 
7. 

When the user looks at the printed superimposed 
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image to take out the received document file on the 
HDD 106 and prints it out (406). the user reads in the 
printed superimposed image with the image reader 110 
(407). The superimposed image being read in is placed 
on the image-only RAM 104. The CPU 101 cuts out the 
bar code from the superimposed image (408), obtains 
file storage location information from the bar code (409), 
takes out the received document file from the HDD 106 
based on the information and places it on the image- 
only RAM 104 (410). Then, the CPU 101 prints out the 
received document file on the image-only RAM 104 
through the image printer 112 (411). Since only the 
cover page or the first page of the received document is 
automatically outputted and the remaining received 
pages may he taken out by reading in the superimposed 
image, the simple confidential reception function is real- 
ized. In addition, the received document is easily printed 
out without any need to search the HDD 106 storing a 
number of received document files for a desired docu- 
ment. 

Subsequently, an operation procedure of a fourth 
embodiment will be described with reference to the 
structural view of FIG. 1 and the flowchart of FIGS. 5A 
and 5B. The structure of the image information proces- 
sor of this embodiment will not be described because it 
is basically the same as that of FIG. 1 . 

Steps 501 to 505 as shown in Fig. 5A and steps 512 
to 516 as shown in Fig. 5B are similar to steps 401 to 
405 and 407 to 41 1 , respectively, as shown in Fig. 4. 

in the third embodiment, the person in charge of the 
apparatus previously creates a password table which 
only the persons permitted to use the apparatus know 

(506) and stores the password table in the ROM 102 

(507) . Before reading in the printed superimposed 
image with the image reader 1 10, the user inputs a key- 
word as the password from the keyboard 1 08 (509). The 
CPU 101 places the inputted keyword on the RAM 103, 
compares the keyword with the password on the ROM 
102 (510) and permits the readout with the image 
reader 1 10 when the keyword coincides with the pass- 
word. Instead of inputting the keyword from the key- 
board, the keyword may be inputted by inserting a 
magnetic card having the keyword written thereon into a 
magnetic card reader. Moreover, the same result is 
obtained by inserting an integrated circuit (IC) card hav- 
ing the keyword written thereon into an IC card reader. 
Since even if the user tries to take out the received doc- 
ument by use of the paper on which the superimposed 
image is printed out, the received document cannot be 
taken out unless the user is permitted to use the appa- 
ratus, the simple confidential reception function is real- 
ized. 

Subsequently, an operation procedure of a fifth 
embodiment will be described with reference to the 
structural view of FIG. 1 and the flowchart of FIG. 8. 

An electronic file originally recorded on the HDD 
106 or read out by the image reader 1 10 and recorded 
on the HDD 1 06 or the RAM 1 03 is facsimile-transmitted 



through the facsimile transmitter 116 (1101). When a 
transmission error occurs during the transmission 
(1102), the CPU 101 stores the file storage location 
information and transmission conditions such as the 

5 receiver's facsimile number 1201 and the date of trans- 
mission 1202 in the RAM 103 or the HDD 106 as re- 
transmission information (1103). The CPU 101 creates 
a bar code 1203 corresponding to the re-transmission 
information (1 104), adds the bar code 1203 to a trans- 

10 mission error message 1205 outputted to inform the 
user of the transmission error, and prints out the trans- 
mission error message 1205 onto a sheet of paper 
through the image printer 1 12 so that it is discharged as 
a transmission error report sheet 1204 (1105). The 

75 transmission error report sheet 1204 corresponds to a 
medium of the present invention. 

TTien, when the user intends to perform re-trans- 
mission (1106), the transmission error report sheet 
1204 having the bar code is set on the image reader 

20 1 10 and the printed portion is read in (1 107). The CPU 
101 cuts out the bar code 1 203 from the image informa- 
tion being read in and decrypts the bar code 1203 
(1108) to thereby obtain re-transmission information 
corresponding to the bar code 1203 (1109). The CPU 

25 101 sets transmission conditions at the facsimile trans- 
mitter 116 and performs facsimile re-transmission 
(1110). Thus, the user can perform facsimile re-trans- 
mission simply by performing a simple operation such 
that the transmission error report sheet 1204 is read in 

30 without any need to re-type the receiver's facsimile 
number or search for image information. Since a device 
such as a display is unnecessary which is necessary if 
the search for image information is performed, the price 
of the apparatus is reduced. An example of the trans- 

35 mission error report sheet 1204 is shown in FIG. 9. 

While the identification information of the present 
invention is the storage location information in the 
above-described embodiments, any information such 
as an ID may be used that enables the identification of 

40 a desired electronic document file. 

Needless to say, the electronic document file data 
of the present invention are not necessarily inputted 
through a facsimile. 

While in the above-described embodiments, the 

45 image information communication apparatus of the 
present invention is described with respect to the case 
where the image information processor includes the 
function of the image information communication appa- 
ratus, the present invention is not limited thereto. The 

so following arrangement, for example, may be used: 

The image information communication apparatus 
may include a facsimile communication means for trans- 
mitting and receiving image information according to the 
facsimile format, a re-transmission information generat- 

55 ing means for, when a transmission error occurs during 
the transmission according to the facsimile format, gen- 
erating, together with a transmission error message, re- 
transmission information including receiver information 
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for identifying the receiver of the facsimile transmission 
and information for identifying the image information 
whose transmission resulted in error, and a re-transmis- 
sion control means for, when re-transmission according 
to the facsimile format is directed, causing the facsimile 5 
communication means to re-transmit the image infor- 
mation whose transmission resulted in error by use of 
the generated re-transmission information. The image 
information transmitter may be arranged to further 
include, in addition to the above-described means, a 10 
transmission error message outputting means for out- 
putting the re-transmission information generated by 
the re-transmission information generating means and 
the error message so as to be shown on the same 
medium and so that the medium being outputted is set, 15 
the re-transmission information is read out from the 
medium being set and the re-transmission information 
being read out is used for the re-transmission by the fac- 
simile communication means. Thus, even if a transmis- 
sion error occurs during the facsimile transmission and 20 
re-transmission is necessitated, the facsimile re-trans- 
mission is easily performed simply by performing a sim- 
ple operation such that the medium being outputted is 
set and read in. 

Moreover, the operations of means of the above- 25 
described embodiments may be realized by means of 
software by the working of a program with a computer. 
Alternately, the operations may be realized by means of 
hardware with a particular circuit arrangement without 
the use of the computer. 30 

As described above, according to the present 
invention, the identification of an electronic document 
file in the memory unit may easily be performed simply 
by reading in a printed output corresponding to the elec- 
tronic document file without any need to display the 35 
electronic document file on the display unit for succes- 
sive search. 

Since the display unit for displaying the result of the 
successive search is unnecessary, the cost is reduced. 

Since an attached document may be facsimile- <o 
transmitted simply by reading it in together, the proce- 
dure to attach a facsimile transmission document is sim- 
plified. 

In the case where the inputted use permission infor- 
mation is collated with the previously-recorded use per- 45 
mission information and the facsimile-received 
document is printed out only when both of the informa- 
tion coincide with each other, since persons not permit- 
ted to use the apparatus and not having the use 
permission information cannot take out the facsimile- so 
received document even if they perform reading-in of 
the superimposed image with the intention to take out 
the facsimile-received document, a highly reliable sim- 
ple confidential reception function is realized. 

Additionally, even if a transmission error occurs dur- ss 
ing the facsimile transmission and re-transmission is 
necessitated, the facsimile re-transmission may be per- 
formed simply by performing a simple operation such 



that a transmission error report having a bar code corre- 
sponding to the re-transmission information is set and 
read in. 

Claims 

1 . An image information processor comprising: 

storage means for storing a plurality of elec- 
tronic document files; 

image superimposing and outputting means for 
superimposing identification information for 
identifying a predetermined electronic docu- 
ment file stored in the storage means on image 
information of a specific page of the predeter- 
mined electronic document file, and printing out 
the superimposed image; and 
readout means for reading a printed output of 
the superimposed image, reading the identifi- 
cation information included in the superim- 
posed image, and reading a corresponding 
electronic document file from the storage 
means based on the file identification informa- 
tion, 

wherein when an attached document is 
read in together with the printed output of the 
superimposed image, the readout means 
makes a distinction between the printed output 
of the superimposed image and the attached 
document by use of the identification informa- 
tion. 

2. An image information processor according to claim 
1, further comprising facsimile transmission means 
for facsimile-transmitting to the same receiver both 
of the electronic document being read out and the 
attached document being read in. 

3. An image information processor according to claim 
1, wherein said identification information is a bar 
code or a character string. 

4. An image information processor comprising: 

storage means for storing a plurality of elec- 
tronic document files; 

image superimposing and outputting means for 
superimposing identification information for 
identifying a predetermined electronic docu- 
ment file stored in the storage means on image 
information of a specific page of the predeter- 
mined electronic document file, and printing out 
the superimposed image; 
readout means for reading a printed output of 
the superimposed image, reading the identifi- 
cation information included in the superim- 
posed image, and reading a corresponding 
electronic document file from the storage 
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means based on the file identification informa- 
tion; and 

facsimile reception means for receiving data 
transmitted from a facsimile, 

wherein the plurality of electronic docu- 
ment files stored in the storage means include 
a file received by the facsimile reception 
means. 

5. An image information processor according to claim 
4, wherein said readout means collates input pass- 
word information being inputted with previously- 
recorded use permission information, and reads 
out an electronic document file stored through the 
facsimile reception means only when both of the 
information coincide with each other. 

6. An image information processor comprising: 

storage means for storing a plurality of elec- 
tronic document files; 

image superimposing and outputting means for 
superimposing identification information for 
identifying a predetermined electronic docu- 
ment file stored in the storage means on image 
information of a specific page of the predeter- 
mined electronic document file, and printing out 
the superimposed image; and 
readout means for reading a printed output of 
the superimposed image, reading the identifi- 
cation information included in the superim- 
posed image, and reading a corresponding 
electronic document file from the storage 
means based on the file identification informa- 
tion, 

wherein said readout means collates 
input password information being inputted with 
previously-recorded use permission informa- 
tion, and reads out an electronic document file 
being stored only when both of the information 
coincide with each other. 

7. An image information processor according to claim 
5 or 6, wherein said input password information is 
stored on a magnetic card, and the input password 
information is read out from the magnetic card and 
transmitted to the readout means, said magnetic 
card being inserted into a magnetic card reader. 

8. An image information processor according to claim 
5 or 6, wherein said input password information is 
stored on an IC card, and the input password infor- 
mation is read out from the IC card and transmitted 
to the readout means, said IC card being inserted 
into an IC card reader. 

9. An image information processor according to claim 
1, 4 or 6, wherein the superimposed image is 



printed out immediately after the electronic docu- 
ment file is stored in the storage means. 

1 0. An image information processor according to any of 
5 claims 1 to 9, wherein said identification information 

is information on a storage location of the electronic 
document file in the storage means. 

1 1 . An image information processor according to any of 
10 claims 1 to 1 0, wherein said specific page is the first 

page. 

12. An image information processor comprising: 

is storage means for storing a plurality of elec- 

tronic document files; 

image superimposing and outputting means for 
superimposing identification information for 
identifying a predetermined electronic docu- 

20 merit file stored in the storage means on image 

information of a specific page of the predeter- 
mined electronic document file, and printing out 
the superimposed image; 
readout means for reading a printed output 

25 where the superimposed image is shown, 

reading the identification information included 
in the superimposed image, and reading a cor- 
responding electronic document file from the 
storage means based on the file identification 

30 information; 

facsimile communication means for transmit- 
ting and receiving according to a facsimile for- 
mat the electronic document file read out by the 
readout means; 

35 transmission error message generating and 

outputting means for adding at least receiver 
information for identifying a receiver of an elec- 
tronic document file whose transmission 
resulted in error and identification information 

40 for identifying the electronic document file to a 

medium on which a transmission error mes- 
sage is shown, said medium being outputted 
when a transmission error occurs during trans- 
mission according to the facsimile format; and 

45 re-transmission control means for, when re- 

transmission according to the facsimile format 
is directed, causing the facsimile communica- 
tion means to re-transmit the electronic docu- 
ment file whose transmission resulted in error 

so by using at least the receiver information and 

the identification information added to the 
medium being outputted. 

1 3. An image information processor according to claim 
55 12, wherein said medium being output is set, the 

receiver information and the identification informa- 
tion are read from the medium being set, and the 
information being read is used in the re-transmis- 
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sion by the facsimile communication means. 

14. An image information communication apparatus 
comprising: 

5 

facsimile communication means for transmit- 
ting and receiving image information according 
to a facsimile format; 

re-transmission information generating means 
for, when a transmission error occurs during 10 
transmission according to the facsimile format, 
generating, together with a transmission error 
message, re-transmission information includ- 
ing receiver information for identifying a 
receiver of the facsimile transmission and infer- 75 
mation for identifying image information whose 
transmission resulted in error; and 
re-transmission control means for, when re- 
transmission according to the facsimile format 
is directed, causing the facsimile communica- 20 
tion means to re-transmit the image information 
whose transmission resulted in error by using 
the re-transmission information being gener- 
ated. 

25 

15. An image information communication apparatus 
according to claim 14, further comprising transmis- 
sion error message outputting means for outputting 
the re-transmission information and the error mes- 
sage generated by the re-transmission information 30 
generating means so as to be shown on the same 
medium, 

wherein said medium being output is set, the 
re-transmission information is read from the 
medium being set, and the re-transmission informa- 35 
tion being read is used in the re-transmission by the 
facsimile communication means. 
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